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Key Dates

4 September - Early Applicant Survey Deadline

8 September - Parent Information Evening

21 September - Preparing for Interview

1 October - Early Applicant UCAS deadline

11 November - Predicted Grades

12 November - Sixth Form Open Evening

26 November - Parents’ evening

4 December - UCAS application deadline

16 December - Christmas Jumper Day

18 January - Mock exams begin

22 February - School Musical

7 May - Prom (TBC)

10 May - Exams begin

14 May - Year 13 Last day

18 June - Exams finish

23 June - Contingency Day

12 August - Results Day

Dates and deadlines for uni applications | UCAS

https://www.ucas.com/applying/applying-to-university/dates-and-deadlines-for-uni-applications#_027-entry-application-deadlines


School Life
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Expectations - Lessons

We expect all students to be committed to their studies at Olchfa Sixth 
form and to attend all lessons.

We follow up on missed lessons, with no authorised reason through 
emails and use of pastoral detentions.

Where students have ‘free time’ we encourage them to make use of the 
facilities provided to be engaged in a mix of meaningful study and social 
activity.



Expectations - Form Time

All students are required to attend form sessions on four mornings a 
fortnight.

These morning will have been agreed between each student and his/her 
form tutor.

One of the mornings will include our assembly on Wednesday - Week B



Expectations - Punctuality

We are focusing on punctuality to school and lessons in Sixth Form.

All students should be in their form room by 8:35am when they are 
attending form sessions.

Students who are late more than once in a week without a valid reason 
will be sanctioned the following week with an after school callback.

Information on your son/daughters attendance and punctuality can be 
found in the Class Charts app.



Expectations - Absence

Sometimes there are reasons when students need to miss school. 

Please inform the school as soon as possible when an absence is known. 
This can be done through:

● Email to Mrs Platt: jpt@olchfa.org.uk
● Phoning 01792 534345
● On the Class Charts App

Where we are not informed of an absence, truancy sanctions may be put 
in place.



Expectation - Facilities

Students can make use of the Library, where there are computer booths and 
quiet study areas, or the ‘Block’ where there is a more informal feel that 
encouraged collaborative work on tasks they may have.

The ‘Block’ houses our Sixth Form Cafe, open all day, where students can 
purchase a range of snacks, hot and cold food and drinks.

We expect students to look after their facilities and environment.



Expectations - ‘Free Lessons’

‘Free Lessons’ are study opportunities for students to further their knowledge 
of their subjects. Time could be spent on:

● Reinforcing work set in the classroom
● Revision of prior knowledge in preparation for the next topics being 

studies
● Making summary notes
● Catching up with any work missed through absence
● Assessment tasks / exercises
● Responding to teacher feedback.



Dress Code

We expect all students to come to school dressed smartly and 
appropriately.

A copy of the dress code is provided on the School Website and has been 
shared by form tutors.

We want students to have pride in their appearance as they are 
representing the school at all times and are often seen as role models by 
the lower school.



ID Cards

Each student in Sixth Form is issued with an ID Card. These are used for 
identification purposes along with signing in and out.

It is important that, when a student leaves the site or returns they sign in / 
out with their ID cards. This forms a part of our safeguarding and 
evacuation procedures.

Students must have their ID cards with them at all times.



Emotional Health & Wellbeing Support

Students first point of contact for any concerns that they have about their 
wellbeing or otherwise is their Form Tutor.

Students are also able to access the Pastoral Guidance Worker.

There is a range of services and support that is available to help students 
develop positive emotional health and wellbeing.



Emotional Health & Wellbeing Support

Our school website has a section dedicated to Pupil Wellbeing along with 
Family Wellbeing.

What Every Parent Needs to Know - Young People and Mental         
Health (Webinar)

What Every Parent Needs to Know - Anxiety (Webinar)





Pastoral Guidance Workers

Ms Howells (Supported by Mrs Vincent).

They are available throughout the day. Students can drop in to 
speak with a PGW. There will also be points where students are 
scheduled check in appointments.

Our PGWs work with a range of external support services who 
offer frequent sessions within school.



Progress
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Parents’ Evening

Thursday 26 November

Your chance to speak with your son/daughter’s teachers. Receive 
feedback on attitude and effort in lessons, expectations, work completed 
and upcoming deadlines.



Careers Wales / Gyrfa Cymru

Our school based Careers Advisor is Heidi Thomas

Throughout the year, Sixth Form students can make use of the services 
offered Careers Wales.

We will also work with student to proactively book appointments with a 
Careers Advisor where we think these will be helpful.

Careers Wales can be contacted on 0800 028 4844
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University Applications & Support

A lot of work is done with students on helping them to decide on a suitable 
course and location.

We use the UNIFROG platform alongside UCAS to empower students in 
looking at possibilities for courses they could study in university.

UNIFROG allows students to easily find every course and apprenticeships 
in the UK.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J7S3wWFKm-o


Take 
these 

quizzes







In School Support

Support will be available for all students throughout their time in Year 13. 
This is provided both through our pastoral program and iDevelop 
alongside individual advice and guidance being available from the team.

There is a pathway available for everyone after their A Levels and we will 
support you to find the best fit for you.



UCAS



UCAS Applications

Applications to Higher Education establishments are made through UCAS.

Students thinking about university application should have registered for an 
account with UCAS.

They will have needed to provide the school buzzword so that their application 
is linked to Olchfa. This allows us to check their application form, and 
importantly, provide their academic reference.



UCAS Applications - Deadlines

Deadlines

Students need to meet the school deadline to ensure that their application can be 
processed and sent off before the national deadline.



UCAS Applications - The Form

The application form asks you to enter information about:

1) Personal Details - Including address, residency status and how you plan to 
fund your studies.

2) Educational History - Here you enter details of all of your qualifications. This 
covers all GCSEs, AS Levels, A-Levels and Welsh Bacc Qualifications.

3) Employment History - Details of any paid jobs, full or part time. Not voluntary 
work.



UCAS Applications - The Form

The application form asks you to enter information about:

4. Course Choices - Students can select up to 5 courses. There is no order preference

5. Personal Statement - This is where students tell the university why they wish to 
study with them and what skills and experience they have.

6. Pay and Send - Once the form is completed students should ‘Pay and Send’. At this 
stage the form is sent to the school to check and add references. Students should 
keep a close eye on their emails as Mrs Platt might send forms back if we spot 
information is missing or need changing.



UCAS - Personal Statements

Personal statements have a new format for the 2026 application cycle.

Students will be asked to provide responses under three separate headings. The 
questions provided by UCAS aim to shape the focus of the answers.

1. Why do you want to study this course or subject?
2. How have your qualifications and studies helped you to prepare for this 

course or subject?
3. What else have you done to prepare outside of education, and why are these 

experiences useful?



UCAS - Offers

There are four types of decision a student may get:

● Unconditional - This means they have been offered a place on the course 
they have chosen with no conditions attached!

● Conditional - This means they have been offered a place on the course they 
want as long as they meet the conditions set.

● Unsuccessful - This means they have not been offered a place.
● Alternative Offer - If they do not meet the conditions of the course the 

university might offer an alternative, related course that is a better fit.



Thank You
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Key Contact Details

Dave Thomas - Learning Leader: dmt@olchfa.org.uk

01792 534300

Jan Platt - Sixth Form Office: jpt@olchfa.org.uk

01792 534345

Absences can be reported to Jan Platt using the information above, or via 
the Class Charts App.

mailto:mrj@olchfa.org.uk
mailto:jpt@olchfa.org.uk

